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For Immediate Release 

 

Dah Sing Bank Collaborates with HKSMEA to Launch the SME ESG Charter 2026 

Empowering Local SMEs to Unlock Growth Through ESG Certification 
 

(Hong Kong, June 1, 2026) — Dah Sing Bank, Limited (“Dah Sing Bank” or “the Bank”) and the Hong Kong Small 

and Medium Enterprises Association (“HKSMEA”) once again join forces this year to launch the “SME ESG Charter 

2026” (“ESG Charter 2026”), further driving Hong Kong’s SMEs toward sustainable transformation. With a focus 

on advancing ESG efforts from "awareness" and "assessment" to "implementation" and "value creation", it helps 

enterprises integrate ESG into their operational strategies and turn it into a driving force for business growth. 

 

Over the past two years, more than 70 SMEs have successfully obtained free independent assessment and 

certification through the SME ESG Charter. This year, Dah Sing Bank and the HKSMEA further strengthen the ESG 

Charter 2026’s role as a platform for ESG implementation. Together with the online self-assessment tool and 

related support, they help businesses develop clear, practical action roadmaps—so they can steadily improve 

their ESG performance. 

 

Ms. Phoebe Wong, Deputy Chief Executive, Senior Executive Director and Group Head of Personal Banking of 

Dah Sing Bank, said: “SMEs are one of Dah Sing Bank’s key customer segments and an important stakeholder 

group in our ESG strategy. As market focus on sustainable development continues to grow, enterprises are placing 

increasing value on the long-term benefits of ESG. At the same time, SMEs are facing rising ESG-related 

requirements from customers and business partners. This year, Dah Sing Bank will continue to support the SME 

ESG Charter. In addition to helping SMEs understand the essential requirements, we will also demonstrate 

through practical implementation examples that ESG is more than regulatory compliance—it can also strengthen 

competitiveness and unlock business opportunities. We look forward to supporting SMEs in progressively 

integrating ESG into their operations, building a more resilient foundation, and advancing sustainable 

development in a steady and sustainable manner.” 

 

Mr. Andrew Kwok, President of HKSMEA, said: “After two years of promotion, we are delighted to see a significant 

increase in the number of SMEs participating in the SME ESG Charter and obtaining certification. This year, in 

addition to continuing to leverage our ESG online self-assessment platform to help more SMEs understand and 

put ESG into practice, we will further strengthen the mobilisation efforts of our ESG Ambassadors. We hope that 

the ESG Ambassadors will encourage more SMEs to participate in the SME ESG Charter by sharing their own 

experience. At the same time, we will actively seek recognition from the Government and relevant regulatory 

authorities to enhance the SME ESG Charter’s credibility and acceptance.” 

 

SMEs can apply to join the ESG Charter 2026 between 1 June 2026 and 15 November 2026. Dah Sing Bank and 

the HKSMEA will continue to provide comprehensive support to participating SMEs through promotional 

activities, workshops, technical consultations, audits and certifications, public education, and strengthening 
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corporate connections, all of which are aimed at assisting SMEs in their transition towards economic 

sustainability. 

 

 

### 

 

 

 

About Hong Kong Small and Medium Enterprises Association 

Founded in 1996, Hong Kong Small and Medium Enterprises Association is one of the most important SME 

chambers of commerce in Hong Kong. As a non-profit making organisation, we have been working for the 

development of SMEs from manufacturing, the food & beverage industry, professional service sectors, 

marketing and associated industrial and business sectors for almost three decades. 

 

Our main missions are to serve as a bridge of communication between SMEs and the Hong Kong SAR 

Government, increasing the competitiveness and productivity of SMEs, assisting them in upgrading, 

restructuring, entering Greater Bay Area market and developing globally. 

 

About Dah Sing Bank Limited 

Dah Sing Bank, Limited (the "Bank") is a wholly-owned subsidiary of Dah Sing Banking Group (HKG: 2356). 

Founded in Hong Kong over 75 years ago, the Bank has been providing quality banking products and services to 

its customers with a vision to be "The Local Bank with a Personal Touch". Over the years, the Bank has been 

rigorous in delivering on its brand tagline to grow with its customers in Hong Kong, the Greater Bay Area and 

beyond – "Together We Progress and Prosper". Building on our experience and solid foundation in the industry, 

our scope of professional services now spans retail banking, private banking, business and commercial banking. 

Meanwhile, the Bank is also making significant investments in its digital banking capabilities to stay abreast with 

smart banking developments in Hong Kong and to support financial inclusion at large.  

 

In addition to its Hong Kong banking operations, the Bank has wholly-owned subsidiaries including Dah Sing Bank 

(China) Limited, Banco Comercial de Macau, S.A., and OK Finance Limited. It is also a strategic shareholder of 

Bank of Chongqing with a shareholding of about 13%. Dah Sing Bank and its subsidiaries now have 62 operating 

locations in Hong Kong, Macau and Chinese Mainland. 

 

About "SME ESG Charter 2026" 

The ESG Charter 2026 is a nonprofit assessment framework that references the sections of the ESG Reporting 

Guide in Appendix C2 of the HKEX Listing Rules, applicable to SMEs. Participating SMEs will be assessed by and 

will receive an assessment report from a third party professional consultancy.    


